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Keeping House Catch Up on Our Meetings 

Couldn’t make a meeting? Here’s what you missed. 

 

August 4th 

In person meeting at Meson Sabika with guest speaker Barry McKeown, Chair of the  

International Service Committee. 

 

August 11th 

In person meeting with a performance by the young singers of Roadshow Inc. 

 

August 18th 

Guest speaker Trip Jacobs spoke on electric cars at our Zoom meeting. 

 

August 25th 

Raise the Bar at Little Friends (see The Hub for details) 

.  
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Our committees have lost no time getting to work at the start of the Rotary year. Here’s some 

of the latest news. 

 

Community Service 

This year’s Veteran’s Coat Drive will begin on the week following Labor Day thru to Monday 

October 24th. Gently used men’s coats in sizes L thru XXXL are welcomed to reach our goal 

of 300 coats. Distribution will take place on October 28th. 

 

The JDRF Walk will take place on the Riverwalk on Sunday October 2nd. 

 

Save the Date for Monday October 10th for this year’s Bernie’s Book Bank event, which will 

take place at the 95th Street Library. 

 

Volunteers are welcome to help with the St. Pat’s Fall Clean Up which will take place at St.  

Patrick’s Residence on October 22nd at 8:30 a.m. 

 

International Service 

Brett Weiss is hoping to raise $1,750 with a matching grant from NRC to provide a $3,500 

scholarship for a Kenyan student. A Zoom fundraiser will take place on September 7th at  

7:00 p.m. 

 

The committee is exploring with Kids Around the World, the possibility of installing a  

playground in Port-de-Paix, Haiti, where long-time member Jo Raoul was born. 

Housework Board Updates 
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Window View What’s Coming Up? 

Here’s what’s happening at next month’s meetings. 

 

Thursday September 1st 

12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Regular meeting at Meson Sabika. Today’s speaker will be Anita 

Knotts of the Lotus Women’s Institute. 

 

Thursday September 8th 

12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Regular meeting at Meson Sabika with a special visit from Rotary 

District 6450 Governor Ade Onayemi.  

 

Thursday September 15th 

12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Zoom meeting. Today’s speaker will be from the ICN Medical Clinic. 

 

Thursday September 22nd 

5:30 p.m. Raise the Bar Granite City, Naperville 

 

Thursday September 29th 

12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Zoom meeting with a B 2 B Vocational Program. 
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Your place for good news! 

 

 

Congratulations Prakash! 

Veteran member Prakash Tata  

celebrated the 60th anniversary of 

his arrival in the U.S. from India at  

August’s Raise the Bar event at  

Little Friends. Prakash, who came to 

this country when he was 26,  

generously provided all the alcohol 

for the night. Congratulations to  

Prakash who has been an active 

member of our club since 2005. 

 

Pollinator Garden – the Final 

Touch 

The pollinator garden we installed at Little 

Friends is now in full bloom, attracting  

plenty of bees and butterflies, but until  

recently one thing was missing. At last 

week’s Raise the Bar event that omission 

was dealt with, so there is now a plaque  

telling everyone that the garden is here 

thanks to our club. You might recall it was 

part of President Alma’s Rotary Week of 

Service in 2021. Thanks again to her team 

and to Atul Akhand for providing the  

          plaque. 

 

 

The Hub News and Notables 
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The Hub News and Notables 

Help for Ukraine 

Proving that your donations really do make a difference, our district has sent around $450,000 

in medical supplies and equipment worth $400,000 to war torn Ukraine as a result of their 

Multi-District Disaster grant.  

 

Pat Merryweather-Arges says that the district is already in the process of preparing another 

grant. Bernhard Groth of RC1 already has 70 more boxes of orthopedic supplies ready for 

sorting. On September 24th, members of our international committee are volunteering to help. 

 

Plus, at the Zone Institute in Minneapolis, Chris Manson will be speaking on the process for 

securing and sending ambulances to Ukraine. 

 

“I worked with Chris on several initiatives including Naperville's,” Pat explained. “Chris was 

featured on CNN and is a past military, EMS professional, and now VP of Government Affairs 

for OSF Healthcare in Peoria.” 
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Wheels in Motion How to Get Involved 

Looking to get involved? Here’s how. 

 

Walking to End Alzeimer’s  

This year’s Walk to End Alzheimer’s takes place at the Benedetti-Wehrli Stadium at North 

Central College and we need your help! Our club is putting together a team who will walk 

around the track while raising money for this worthy cause. Spearheading our involvement 

with this community event is member Joe Brusseau, who sadly lost his wife to the disease. If 

you’d like to take part, you can reach out to Joe at jbruseau@hitchcockdesigngroup.com or 

find more information online at http://act.alz.org/goto/napervillerotary. This year’s walk takes 

place on Sunday September 18th at 10:00 a.m.  

mailto:jbrusseau@hitchcockdesigngroup.com
http://act.alz.org/goto/napervillerotary?fbclid=IwAR3wi00dKNuDklgSPn9Cplc2G81gg-lwDKRVwxzaHXAD2gHSh991f1PkQCk
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As he begins his second term as club treasurer, 

Bill shares why he loves to give back, and an 

exciting hobby that may surprise you… 

 

When did you join Rotary and who  

sponsored you? 

I joined the club in Naperville in June of 2019, 

and John Gallagher was my sponsor. 

 

Why did you want to join? 

I had just retired from a corporate career, where a lot of my focus was on work, career  

advancement, and providing for my family. I had more time and was interested in getting more 

involved in philanthropic activities. It was a good time to give some back. 

 

How have you been involved?  

I was assistant treasurer and on the board under Alma Jones’ administration, and then treasurer 

and board member for Brian O’Malley, and now Kim White. I have also served on the finance 

committee, and the community service committee. I have led a blood drive for the club with 

the Red Cross and am working on computer donations for the 

club to supply a non-profit that recycles computers to put 

them the homes of families that don’t have them. 

 

What is your profession? 

I am a retired CFO, originally with Budget Rent a Car, and 

then for Cabot Microelectronics Corporation in Aurora. My 

career has been in financial and business management. I now 

sit on one corporate board, and on several advisory boards 

for non-profit organizations. 

In the House with Bill Johnson 
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Can you share any details about your family life, background, etc.? 

I was born and grew up in Oklahoma and am a proud OU Sooner alum. I have three  

siblings – an older brother, Steve, who has been an RVer for the last four years, traveling 

around the western states; an older sister, Laurie, who lives in Houston; and a younger 

brother, Lee, in California. I have three adult children (Terry, Amanda and Ross) and six 

grandchildren, four girls (Brynn, Emma, Rose and Paige) and two boys (Stanley and  

Oliver). My kids live in Durango, Colorado, St. Louis, and Savannah, Georgia.  During the 

first half of my career, when I worked for Amoco (now part of BP), I was sort of a  

corporate nomad – my family relocated frequently due to my job changes. We lived in New 

Orleans, Chicago (three different times), Atlanta (twice) and Hong Kong. The frequent 

moves were challenging but provided lots of opportunities to make new friends and see new 

places. Now my kids’ homes provide fun places to travel to visit them. I’ve lived in the  

Chicago area for the last 20 years – 16 in La Grange (near west suburb), and the last four in 

Naperville. My partner, Trisha, frequently attends Rotary events. She grew up on a farm in 

Waterman, IL, 45 minutes west of here, and has a winery there (Waterman Winery and 

Vineyards); she also has a corporate gig. 

 

What hobbies do you enjoy? 

I love to be outdoors, hiking and biking. I really enjoy the easy access we have here to all 

the bike paths in Naperville and the surrounding area. I have a cottage in Wisconsin on 

Lake Michigan and enjoy spending time there when its warm enough to be outside. I also 

like to travel, to see family, and to experience natural beauty. 

 

Tell us one thing members may be surprised to learn about you. 

I’ve always been a pretty buttoned-down corporate executive type, so people might be  

surprised to learn that I ride a Harley Davidson motorcycle (2012 Ultra Classic, in  

Merlot!).  

 

What do you enjoy most about Rotary? 

I really enjoy the fellowship with like-minded people, who are interested in helping others. 

In Rotary, there is no agenda other than helping other people. And the size of our club  

affords the opportunity to serve others in so many different ways.   
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Want to know how our club is fulfilling the mission of Rotary International? Read on… 

  

Support Kenyan Students 

Save the date for Wednesday, 

September 7th at 7 p.m. when our 

own Brett Weiss will be giving a  

special Zoom presentation on his 

work with Kenyan students. The goal 

is not only to get members up to date 

with the work of the Weiss  

Foundation but also to raise $1,750 

which will help sponsor a new  

Kenyan student for all four years of 

high school. 

 

Says Brett: “Last year we raised more 

than the $1,750 and we used it to buy 

books for primary school children. 

This year we will use the extra to help 

out with our many extra expenses 

having Christine Akoth (pictured) 

come to start at Elmhurst University this month. We have many of these extra expenses and 

would appreciate any help on this. As an example, the plane ticket to get her here will be far 

more than the round-trip ticket I bought for my trip to Kenya in June.” 

  
Look out for a Zoom invitation from Brett in your inbox.  
 
 

Small Cog in a Big Wheel A Bigger Picture 
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Rotary Celebrates 
 

Birthdays 

Sarah Andrusyna  September 10 

Hunter Byington   September 19 

Ed Channell   September 16 

Debjit Das   September 19 

Keith Druek   September 23 

Richard Joseph  September 12 

Rachel Ossyra   September 23 

Susan Riley   September 23 

John Robbins   September 29 

Kim White   September 27 

Rosemary Wisnosky September 7 

 

Anniversaries 

Bibhash Barua   September 12, 2019 

Deepika Barua   September 12, 2019 

Maria Caselli   September 18, 2014 

Paul Feith   September 22, 2016 

Cheryl Ghassan  September 17, 2020 

Kathryn Hoffman  September 19, 2013 

Jonathan Newman  September 17, 2020 

Susan Riley   September 3, 2020 

Curtis Stowers   September 18, 2014 

 

 

 

We hope you enjoyed this edition of The Wheelhouse.  

Look out in your inbox on September 26 for our next edition! 


